Real-time ultrasonic fetal head measurement and gestational age in dairy goats.
Dairy breed goat fetuses (n = 219) of known gestational age (Day 39 to Day 100) were examined transabdominally using a real-time ultrasound scanner with a 5 MHz linear-array transducer. Maximum head width was measured in symmetrical images using electronic linear distance calipers. This biparietal diameter (BPD) can be accurately measured as early as Day 40, but measurement becomes difficult after Day 105 of gestation due to the variability of fetal location and posture. The uniform, linear increase in BPD in the second trimester should allow for the accurate assignment of gestational age for doe confinement or induction of kidding.